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Egypt protests: secret US document discloses support for
protesters

Hereisthe secret document sent from the US Embassy in Cairo to
Washington disclosing the extent of American support for the
protester s behind the Egypt uprising.

10:30PM GMT 28 Jan 2011

S ECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 CAIRO 002572 SIPDISRFO
NEA/ELA, R, S/IP AND H NSC FOR PASCUAL AND KUTCHA-
HELBLING E.O. 12958: DECL: 12/30/2028 TAGS: PGOWBM,
KDEM, EG SUBJECT: APRIL 6 ACTIVIST ON HIS U.S. VISI
AND REGIME CHANGE IN EGYPT REF:. A. CAIRO 2462 B.
CAIRO 2454 C. CAIRO 2431 Classified By: ECPO A/Minms
Catherine Hill-Herndon for reason 1.4 (d ).

1. (C) Summary and comment: On December 23, Aprdcévist
XXXXXXXXXXXX expressed satisfaction with his papation in the
December 3-5 \"Alliance of Youth Movements Sumrh@nd with his
subsequent meetings with USG officials, on Capiidl, and with
think tanks. He described how State Security (S8Eained him at
the Cairo airport upon his return and confiscate rfotes for his
summit presentation calling for democratic chang&gypt, and his
schedule for his Congressional meetings. xxxxxxxxxxontended
that the GOE will never undertake significant refprand therefore,
Egyptians need to replace the current regime withadiamentary
democracy. He alleged that several opposition gmednd movements
have accepted an unwritten plan for democratic transition by 2011; we
are doubtful of this claim.
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XXXXXXXXXXXX said that although SSIS recently reled two April 6
activists, it also arrested three additional grangmbers. We have
pressed the MFA for the release of these April ®vists. April 6's
stated goal of replacing the current regime withpaliamentary
democracy prior to the 2011 presidential electioss highly
unrealistic, and is not supported by the mainstregmosition. End
summary and comment.

2. (C) xxxxxxxxxxxx expressed satisfaction with tBecember 3-5
\"Alliance of Youth Movements Summit\" in New Yorkoting that
he was able to meet activists from other countaed outline his
movement's goals for democratic change in Egypttatteus that the
other activists at the summit were very supportarej that some even
offered to hold public demonstrations in support Bfyptian
democracy in their countries, with XXXXXXXXXXxX as invited guest.
XXXXXXXXXXXX said he discussed with the other astsy how April 6
members could more effectively evade harassmentsaneeillance
from SSIS with technical upgrades, such as comdlgtalternating
computer \"simcards.\" However, XXXxXxxxxxxx lamedtto us that
because most April 6 members do not own computérs, tactic
would be impossible to implement. XXXXXXXXXXXX wappreciative
of the successful efforts by the Department andstlremit organizers
to protect his identity at the summit, and toldthat his name was
never mentioned publicly.

3. (S) xxxxxxxxxxxx told us that SSIS detained a®hrched him at
the Cairo Airport on December 18 upon his returonfrthe U.S.
According to Xxxxxxxxxxxx, SSIS found and confisedt two
documents in his luggage: notes for his presemtatidhe summit that
described April 6's demands for democratic tramsitn Egypt, and a
schedule of his Capitol Hill meetings. xxxxxxxxxxxbescribed how

‘1Y
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the SSIS officer told him that State Security isnpding a file on
him, and that the officer's superiors instructeah o file a report on
XXXXXXXXXXXX MOst recent activities.

--Washington Meetings and April 6 Ideas for RegiGienge ----

4. (C) xxxxxxxxxxxx described his Washington apgoients as
positive, saying that on the Hill he met with xxoxxxxx, a variety
of House staff members, including from the offioS(XXXXXXXXXX
and xXxxxxxxxxxxx), and with two Senate staffersxxxxxxxxxx also
noted that he met with several think tank membEXEXXXXXXXXX
said that xxxxxxxxxxxx's office invited him to speat a late January
Congressional hearing on House Resolution 1303rdegareligious
and political freedom in Egypt. XXXXXxxXxxxxx toldsthe is interested
in attending, but conceded he is unsure whethevilh@ave the funds
to make the trip. He indicated to us that he hasbeen focusing on
his work as a \"fixer\" for journalists, due to Ipgeoccupation with his
U.S. trip.

5. (C) xxxxxxxxxxxx described how he tried to comege his
Washington interlocutors that the USG should pnesshe GOE to
implement significant reforms by threatening to eav CAIRO
00002572 002 OF 002 information about GOE officiafieged
\"illegal\" off-shore bank accounts. He hoped tha U.S. and the
international community would freeze these bankoants, like the
accounts of Zimbabwean President Mugabe's conkdant
XXXXXXXXXXXX said he wants to convince the USG thatbarak is
worse than Mugabe and that the GOE will never acdemocratic
reform. XxXxxxxxxxxxx asserted that Mubarak derives legitimacy
from U.S. support, and therefore charged the U.8h Wbeing
responsible\" for Mubarak's \"crimes.\"

He accused NGOs working on political and economiorm of living
in a \"fantasy world,\" and not recognizing that hdwak -- \"the head
of the snake\" -- must step aside to enable derypdtcatake root.
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6. (C) xxxxxxxxxxxx claimed that several oppositidorces --

including the Wafd, Nasserite, Karama and Tagamanrtigs, and the
Muslim Brotherhood, Kifaya, and Revolutionary Sdistamovements
-- have agreed to support an unwritten plan foramdition to a
parliamentary democracy, involving a weakened peegiy and an
empowered prime minister and parliament, beforestteeduled 2011
presidential elections (ref C). According to XxXXxXxxxx, the

opposition is interested in receiving support frdme army and the
police for a transitional government prior to tHEL 2 elections.

XXXXXXXXXXXX asserted that this plan is so sensitit cannot be
written down. (Comment: We have no information toroborate that
these parties and movements have agreed to thaligtice plan
XXXXXXXXXXXX has outlined. Per ref C, xxxxxxxxxxxpeeviously told
us that this plan was publicly available on theinet. End comment.)

7. (C) xxxxxxxxxxxx said that the GOE has recerigen cracking
down on the Aprii 6 movement by arresting its mersbe
XXXXXXXXXXXX noted that although SSIS had releagegkKxXXxXxxxx
and xxxxxxxxxxxx \"in the past few days,\" it hadested three other
members. (Note: On December 14, we pressed the KtfFAthe
release of XXXXXXXXXXXX and XXXXXXXXXXXX, and on @anber 28 we
asked the MFA for the GOE to release the additidhide activists.
End note.) xxxxxxxxxxxx conceded that April 6 hasfeasible plans
for future activities.

The group would like to call for another strike April 6, 2009, but
realizes this would be \"'impossible\" due to SSi8erference,
XXXXXXXXXXXX said. He lamented that the GOE haselnithe group's
leadership underground, and that one of its leadepsKxXXXXXXXX,
has been in hiding for the past week.

8. (C) Comment: xxxxxxxxxxxx offered no roadmapcohcrete steps
toward April 6's highly unrealistic goal of replagithe current regime
with a parliamentary democracy prior to the 201lsmential
elections. Most opposition parties and independd@Os work
toward achieving tangible, incremental reform withihe current

'\
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political context, even if they may be pessimistimout their chances
of success. XXXXxxXxxxxxx wholesale rejection of lswan approach
places him outside this mainstream of oppositiotitip@ans and

activists.

SCOBEY02008-12-307386PGOV, PHUM,KDEM, EG APRIL 6
ACTIVIST ON HIS U.S. VISIT AND REGIME CHANGE IN

EGYPT
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New Generation of Advocates: Empowering
Civil Society in Egypt

Middle East and North Africa

Civil Society Development
Support for Human Rights

Challenge: Egyptian civil society is both vibrant and
constrained. There are hundreds of non-governmental
organizations devoted to expanding civil and political rights
in the country, operating in a highly regulated environment.
The government employs various laws and practices to
silence advocates of reform and crack down on political
activism.

Approach: A new generation of young Egyptian citizens is
dedicated to expanding political and civil rights in their
country. Referred to as the "YouTube Generation," many of
these courageous men and women are supported by
Freedom House to enhance their outreach, advocacy and
effectiveness. The New Generation project helps to reinforce
the values of free expression, human rights, women's
rights, and rule of law.
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Activities: Freedom House empowers Egyptian civil society
through:

+ Promoting exchange of experience between democracy
advocates in Egypt and in established and emerging
democracies to share best practices and foster
transnational solidarity.

« Providing advanced training on civic mobilization, strategic
thinking, new media, advocacy and outreach.

« Professionalizing civil society to monitor, document and
report on human rights cases and advocate for legal
reform; and

« Engaging the policy-making community and public in
critically assessing the state of freedom through media and
other outreach initiatives and public and private forums.

Impact: Freedom House's effort to empower a new
generation of advocates has yielded tangible results and the
New Generation program in Egypt has gained prominence
both locally and internationally. Egyptian visiting fellows
from all civil society groups received unprecedented
attention and recognition, including meetings in Washington
with US Secretary of State, the National Security Advisor,
and prominent members of Congress. In the words of
Condoleezza Rice, the fellows represent the "hope for the
future of Egypt."

Freedom House fellows
acquired skills in civic
mobilization, leadership, and
strategic planning, and
benefit from networking
opportunities through
interaction with Washington-
based donors, international
organizations and the media.
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After returning to Egypt, the fellows received small grants
to implement innovative initiatives such as advocating for
political reform through Facebook and SMS messaging.

Each visiting fellow was paired with an International
Solidarity Committee (ISC) member, a prominent public
figure in Europe or the US, who provides support and
mentoring to the young leader. Congressional
representatives who are participating in the ISC have begun
a campaign to free an Egyptian blogger, Kareem Amer, who
has languished in Egyptian prisons for the past two years
for expressing his political views. In May 2008, ISC Member
Congressman Mark Kirk sent a letter, endorsed by 15 other
colleagues, to President Bush urging him to press Egyptian
president Hosni Mubarak to release Amer. Later in
September 2008, they sent another letter calling for the
release of political prisoner Ayman Nour and expressing
their support for prominent Egyptian human rights activist
Saad Eddin Ibrahim.

Contact: For more information about the program, please
contact Katie Zoglin, MENA Senior Program Manager in
Washington, D.C., or Sameer Jarrah, Project Director in
Jordan.
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