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This book «Suwar Min Shamali Jazirat Al-Arab» covers an impor-
tant subject concerning the Arabic-speaking world, dealing in particular
with the Arabic Peninsula, its topography, people, language, civilization,
and religious observance, and it also assesses this area’s contribution in
promoting cuiture and civilization.

Since the first edition is out of print, and in view of the great demand
and the rarity of the subject, the publication of this second edition is long
overdue.

Mr. Toufic Fadel, the Honorary Consul of Finland in Beirut, Lebanon,
has been a guiding light in the publishing and distributing of both editions
of this valuable book, recognising its scope in improving and strengthe-
ning relations between Finland and the whole of the Arab-world. For this
he deserves the gratitude of each and every reader of this unique and
important treatise.

Helsinkl June 1991

Faruk Abu-Chacra

Senior Lecturer in Arabic

Department of Asian and African Studies
University of Helsinki

Finland



Wallin left for his journey in July 1843 via Paris, where he stayed some
time, continuing to Cairo in January 1844, where he stayed one year, in
April 1845 he left Cairo passing through Sinai and the desert of Al-Jawf.
After four months he went on to the holy Mecca, where he performed the
ceremonies of pilgrims. He also performed the prayers and named him-
self Al-Haj Abd-ul-Wali. in March 1846 he returned to Cairo, stopping
briefly before commencing his second trip in 1846, this time to Palestine.
He returned again to Cairo in June 1847.

At the end of the year Abd ul-Wali made his third trip, the longest
one, setting out from Egypt to the Red Sea, then on to the port of Mu-
waylih on the west coast of the Arabic Peninsula and from there across
the desert to Baghdad, Ispahan and Shiraz in Persia. Then he returned
to Baghdad and from there went to Damascus, Beirut and by sea to
Alexandria. He arrived in Cairo in June 1849 and from there he returned
to Alexandria and Europe, passing through London in order to receive
the prize of the «Royal Geographical Society» in recognition of the fact
that he was one of the first Europeans to cross the North of the Arabic
Peninsula. On returning to Helsinki,Wallin defended his second disserta-
tion on the figure of «lbn al-Fared». Abd-ul-Wali was appointed to the
chair of Oriental studies at the University of Helsinki. it was to be a brief
appointment however since Wallin died on the 23rd of October 1852, a
day short of his 41st birthday.

Abd-ul-Wali brought back with him some of the Arabic manuscripts
as well as his copious diaries, recording his impressions and experiences
during his trips. These documents are preserved in the library of the Uni-
versity of Helsinki. Wallin's untimely death prevented him from publishing
the material, which is widely regarded as a cultural and scientific treasure
trove.

However, a catalogue of this material, has been published by the
late professor Jussi Aro who, together with the Lebanese team Yazbeck
and Shibli, confributed to the realization of this book.

Wallin’s tomb is in Helsinki and his Arabic name, Abd ul-Wali, is en-
graved in Arabic script. On the first page of this book there is a reproduc-
tion of an oil painting depicting him in his Arabic costume. The portrait
hangs in the most important hall in the University of Helsinki.



rely scientific, it was free from fanaticism and prejudices and had no ex-
pansional or colonial purposes. Furthermore, the Finnish and Scandina-
vian museums do not possess objects and antiquities plundered from the
Arabic area.

One can say that the Finnish Orientalists have been treated with in-
justice and negligence by the researchers. And that is why, the historian
Dr. Youssef Yazbeck and the Translator Prof. Samir Chibli deserve
thanks and appreciation for their contribution in presenting the person of
George August Wallin (Abd ul-Wali)and producing this book «Suwar Min
Shamali Jazirat Al-Arab» in the Arabic language.

The Arabist George August Wallin, the most famous of the Finnish
orientalists, was born in 1811 in one of the islands in the Alan archipela-
go situated between Finland and Sweden. At the age of six,Wallin moved
with his family to the city of Turku, in the southwest of Finland, where he
also went to school. In 1829 he moved to the new capital of Finland, Hel-
sinki and began his studies of Oriental languages, concentrating on the
Arabic language and cutture. His first dissertation, written in 1839, was
entitted A comparison between literary and spoken Arabic. With this
qualification secured, Wallin moved to the University of St. Petersburg
(now Leningrad) in Russia. At that time Finland was a Russian Grand
Duchy following to Sweden’s defeat in 1809 in the war against Russia.
Wallin stayed in St. Petersburg for two years in order to deepen his
knowledge of Arabic with the Egyptian professor Sheik Muhammed
Ayyad al-Tantawi. Tantawi was one of the most distinguished professors
to have taught Arabic in St. Petersburg. Wallin also set about studying
and researching Arabic poetry and Maqamat al-Hariri (a well-known
work of rhytmic prose by al-Hariri from the eleventh century) and A
Thousand and one Nights.

Curiosity and a desire for knowledge of islam and the lifestyle in the
Arabic Peninsula were perhaps the main enticements for Wallin to leave
his native country in spite of the dangers of travelling at that time, espe-
cially in the desert, without any comforts or supplies, under the heat of
the burning sun and exposed to the bites of insects. The only means of
transportation were camels and donkeys and very often the traveller had
to proceed by feet.

After having received a scholarship from the University of Helsinki,



THE FINNISH ARABIST-ORIENTALIST
- GEORGE AUGUST WALLIN -

FOREWORD OF THE SECOND EDITION

Relations between Arabs and Scandinavians date back to the eighth
century AD. This fact is confirmed by the famous Arab explorer Ahmed
Ibn Fadlan in his travel account from the year 922 AD (edited by D. Sami
al-Dahhan, Damascus, 1959), which is considered by scientific institu-
tions and experts in the field to be one of the most important sources
available on the Vikings. The Finnish museums provide further good
examples of these relations: they display small antiquities, in particular
coins, which go back to the Abbaside time. These coins were brought to
the North by the Vikings through the Arabic-Islamic empire and through
the trading links in the eighth century AD.

Oriental studies in Finland go back to 1640, when the first university
was established in the city of Turku, at that time, the capital of Finland.
Throughout its history a number of scientists have worked at this univer-
sity researching in different fields of Arabic and Islamic studies and these
studies still hold a central position in the Department of Asian and African
studies at the University of Helsinki.

Some of the Scandinavian orientalists were attracted by the Arabic-
speaking area, especially the Eastern part of it, which they recorded and
described on the basis of first-hand experience.

Through their research, investigations and visits to a variety of loca-
tions they contributed by transferring an accurate picture of the Arabic-
speaking area to Finland, as well as by studying the Arabic culture and
Islam.

They established the teaching of the Arabic language and culture at
the University and put it into practice, bringing up generations of orienta-
lists who carried the banner on. For the Finnish orientalists the main am-
bition for exploration and research into the Arab-Islamic heritage was pu-
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