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(PBUH) became known, and became the lantern of
guidance to all humanity. Among the elite were the
infallible Imams (PBUT) and their noble companions like
Abu Dhar al-Ghaffari, Ammar bin Yaser, Salman al-Farisi,
Malek al-Ashtar, may Allah bless them all. To the side of
this elite, there are members of an elite group whose hearts
were blinded by the love of this world’s life, who insulted
the sanctities of Islam and Muslims, and were the reason
behind the backwardness and weakness of the nation.
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stances means missing out on an opportunity and therefore
creating a loss than cannot be compensated.”

By studying history, something very important is
revealed to us, which is knowing the credibility of the elite
in the delicate moment leading to the deviation of history’s
path or stance. It reveals that the study of historical events
and deriving lessons and experience from them is a great
way for the aware people to know their roles and duties in
the future, learn from the example of those experiences and
prevent them from repetition. The elite shall not be busy
with life attractions in sensitive and fateful moments.

In this regard, Sayyed Khamenei indicates:

“Our research on the topic of the elite shall be on two
aspects, the first is the historical side that includes: Who are
those elite? And what are their names? The second: What
shall the elite do in any stage in history? In brief: The elite
are those who, in fateful moments, are not subject to the
restrictions of the world’s life attractions.”®

The following book looks into the first part of Sayyed
Ali Khamanei’s speech, about knowing the elite who traced
the path of history with their political stances.

In the heart of events that occurred during early Islam,
the elite of men who were loyal to the Prophet Mohammad

(1) Previous source
(2) Previous source
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of this elite group in the society, those who prefer their
life to the fate of the Islamic world for centuries to come.
This is while Imam Hussein gained a state of respect even
from Abdullah bin Abbass, Abdullah bin Jaafar, and even
Abdullah bin Zubair, who was not at ease with Imam
Hussein, yet reverenced and honored him.

Among all the high ranked people and the elite who
support the right, who did not support the Umayyad
government and did not join the falsehood front, many
Shiites acknowledged the Imamate of Imam Ali (PBUH) and
his place as the first legitimate caliph. When all of these felt
the oppression of the ruling power, they became weak out of
desire to maintain themselves, their money and positions. As
a result of the weakness of these people, the public leaned
towards [following] the group supporting falsehood.”®

Therefore, it could be said that the victory of the nation
and its defeat is related to this group of elites, and thus it is
necessary to us to know the role that these are playing in the
progress and downfall of the Islamic society.

On this level, Sayyed Khamenei reiterated:

“Everything is related to the elite, their decisions and
stances on the right time, their initiatives, their reluctance...
etc. These are the ones who save history and defend the
humane values, and thus slacking off taking necessary

(1) Previous source
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aforementioned were the minority and that group was an
elite group supporting the right, but is fragile before the
attractions of life that include wealth, fame, and rank, and
who deviate from the sake of Allah for their own selves,
they commit to silence when the right is ought to be spoken.

If these were the majority, then what a calamity. When
those walking the path of Imam Hussein are taken to
martyrdom and slaughter, while the supporters of Yazid take
over power, and sons of Umayyad rule the state established
by Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) — Their rule will live a
thousand months and the Imamate will become a kingship
and sultanate.”®

Based on the aforementioned, it is clear that the position
of the elite in society is very delicate and important since
they are the model for the society, and their movement
towards the goals pushes others to achieve them as well.
Contrary to that, their cessation and weakness leads to
the silence of the audience, and the silence of the elite in
supporting Imam Hussein (PBUH) stand as witness to what
we are saying.

Sayyed Ali Khamenei spoke about this topic and said:

“When Imam Hussein revolted, not much of the elite
supported him, despite the sublime rank he had in the
Islamic society. Notice the harm caused by the existence

(1) Previous source
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matters (pleasure, reputation, wealth, etc...) are pleasant
things, as they are all the joys of life %the provisions of this
World’s lifed. When the holy Quran describes them as # the
provisions of this world’s lifed¢, it does not mean that they are
ugly; yet Allah provided provisions for the humans to enjoy.
However, it is one case if the person became too involved
with them to the extent that he cannot avoid them if tough
commands required him to do so, and it is another case if one
enjoyed them with the ability to avoid them easily when the
person is tested.”™

If the elite of the right path constitute the majority of the
Islamic society, and were from those who are not driven by
the attractions of life and the fading pleasures, the future
will inevitably supporting to this society. However, if the
opposite happened, where the elite of the right path are the
minority of the society, and were among those who fail a
test in the first round, the balance with flip, and those will
be the prey of oppression — this is what truly happened
when Yazid bi Muawiya was the caliph.

Sayyed Ali Khamenei says on this level, “Each society
has these two types of supporters to the right, if the majority
was to the good group, i.e. including those who can get rid
of life’s pleasures, then the society will not fall into what
happened in the era of Imam Hussein (PBUH). Rest assured
that the future would be guaranteed to eternity. Yet if the

(1) Previous source
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With reference to early Islam, we find that there are elite
people who were companions of Imam Ali, Imam Hussein
(PBUT), and the sons of Hachem. The other party were
the companions of Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan, and among
them was an elite group with opinion and providence to
support them. According to the aforementioned, the elite
of each society comes in two types: the elite who support
the right, and the elite who support falsehood. What do you
expect from the elite who support falsehood? Do not expect
anything from them except conspiracy against the right and
against you. This requires you to fight them. Fight the elite
who support falsehood; this is an undebatable matter.”®"

Therefore, as Sayyed Khamenei indicated, the elite can
be classified into two groups: the elite of the right, and the
elite of falsehood. When the followers of right know their
front, they ought to fight the followers of falsehood. The
Supreme Leader, in this regard, states the following:

“Know my dears that the elite of the right are divided
into two groups:

The first group is composed of those who conquer in
struggle the attractions of life that include wealth, lust,
money, pleasure, prosperity, and reputation. The second
group includes those who fail in the said struggle. All these

(1) Speech delivered by His Eminence Ali Khamenei unit 27 complex
(huseiniyah) (Mohammad the Prophet of Allah (PBUH)) on
20/3/1375 Hijri (November 5, 1955)
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First, there is a category that marches based on thought,
awareness and will, and knows the path it is taking. Whether
this category is taking the right or wrong path is not our
concern now, but this category can be dubbed “The Elite”.
The other category does not examine to see what is the right
path or the right position, and does not care to understand,
analyze, measure and realize, but rather follows the trends
and public opinions; and we shall dub this category “The
public”.

Therefore, the society can be divided into “The elite and
the public”. Examine the situation, because I want to refer
to a point regarding these two categories, and there must
not be any confusion in this regard. Who are the elite? Are
they a special category? The answer is no! This category
that we dub the elite includes educated people, and there
might be uneducated people who understand what should
be done, and work in accordance with a plan and will. Even
if they never attended school, gained a certificate, or wore
a scholar’s ensemble, they are rather enlightened regarding
the reality of matters.

Thus, the elite are those who perform a job or adopt the
stance and approach based on intellect and analysis, i.e. they
understand, decide, and act. These are the elite. Those who
stand aside on the other hand are the public; they are the ones
who flow with the waters, without analyzing any events.
When people shout in support of someone, they voice it with
them, when the people shout against someone, they shout
with them. They come and go however go the circumstances.
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has no ability to analyze and realize matters in the fields of
social events. It constantly bends with all winds, and bows
to the ruling regime with a tendency to adapt with new
circumstances. This groups’ behavior and state of thought
has no capabilities to investigate and analyze, and thus
usually follows in behavior and action.

In fact, it could be said that not everyone with a
certificate or an education can be capable of analysis and
investigation, but rather there are many people who never
attended schools but have superb abilities to analyze and
investigate.

Our research in this book will be about the first group
dubbed “The Elite”; those whose behavior and action are
based on knowledge and analysis, those who know their
path and realize the reasons behind why they took this
path and decided to achieve their goals in accordance with
knowledge, and those who are not drifted by propaganda.
These people create historic events, and firstly perform
their work based on desire and tendency. In brief, it is fair
to say that the sublimity or declination of the human society
are related to this category of people.

Sayyed Ali Khameneispoke about the aforementioned
categories, and quoting from what he said:

“Notice my dears, if you examines the human society,
any society, in any city or country, you will find that,
from a certain perspective, people are classified into two
categories:
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Introduction

Each stage and era of the human life has its own cultural,
political, economic and social particularities. However
diverse these stages are, they are similar in terms of
historical norms that rule human social behavior. In this
regard, Imam Ali (PBUH) stated, “You should take a lesson
from the fate of the progeny of Ismael, the children of Isaac
and the children of Israel. How similar are their affairs and
how akin are their examples.”

Therefore, similarities in traits and behavior sometimes
become a lesson and example for future generations.
History is a detail in the life of all human societies, which
has rules in all its stages that reoccur if necessary conditions
applied. Therefore, reviewing history in a general view, and
following the history of Islamic societies that especially
have religious governments, shall be the best of teachers
and guides to our Islamic society.

History is studied through researching and tackling
its different sides, which include examining the life and
method of those who recorded fateful stances in the history
of humankind on different levels. Some generally classified
the human society into two groups; the elite and the public,
the follower and the leader, and each of the said groups
has its own definition that distinguishes it from the other.
The second group is classified as the “followers” and thus

(1) Peak of Eloquence (Nahjul Balagha), Sermon 192
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