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The poetic function ... is the projection of the principle of equivalence
from the axis of selection into the axis of combination. Roman Jakobson,

Selected Writings, 1962-1988, vol. 3, p. 32
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(This) led to a study of the ways in which items that are
paradigmatically equivalent (related by membership to a grammatical,

lexical or phonological class) are distributed in linguistic sequences (on

the axis of combination) (Structuralist Poetics, p. 120)
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The true ground of the mistake, as has been well remarked by a
continental critic, lies in the confounding mechanical regularity with
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organic form. The form is mechanic when on any given material we
impress a pre-determined form, mnot necessarily arising out of the
properties of the material, as when to a mass of wetl clay we give
whatever shape we wish it to retain when hardened. The organic form, on
the other hand, is innate; it shapes as it develops itself from within, and
the fullness of its development is one and the same with the perfection of
its outward form. Such is the life, such is the form. Nature, the prime
genial artist, inexhaustible in diverse powers, is equally inexhaustible in
forms. Each extenior is the physiognomy of the being within, its true
image reflected and thrown out from the concave mirror. And even suwh
is the appropriate excellence of her chosen poet, of our own Shakespeare,
himself a nature humanized, a genial understanding directing
self-consciously a power and an implicit wisdom deeper than

consciousness,
Coleridge's Shakespearian Criticism, Vol. ], p. 198

Poetry in its essence (is) a universal spirit. but which in incorporating
itself adapts and takes up the surrounding materials, and adapts itself to
surrounding circumstances. ... Grounds of judgment refer us to ... the
difference between mechanical (ab extra) and living forms.

Ibid., p. 204
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The importance of literature under deconstruction lies in its power to
extend boundaries by destroying conventional frames of reality, revealing
thereby their historically wransient nature. Great literary texts, with or
without the awareness of their authors, always deconstruct their apparent
message by introducing an aporia (undecidable) which the deconstructive
reading must unravel. Literature, more than any other discourse, reveals
the language process by which man takes hold of his world temporarily,

but never completely or finally .*

The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics. Princeton,
1993, p. 280.
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