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respect women's achievements, a generation that can give more.

Arab and Muslim society in its current form has not rid itself;of the gay
phenomena, but the society itself will not transform to a degree that,enables
the acceptance of gays as legitimate part of its social fabric. Tﬁ‘% gay
phenomena in any case will never become a basic pillar of society that %?%’101
require new legislations. K
The Arab's and Muslim's society did not prevent wrong and unlawful sexual
practices despite its rejection by society and the efforts of clergy and the law.
We are in the midst of an ongoing battle between civil societ'y activists and
the clergy. Both are defending themselves and their identity, and both
consider themselves the official spokesmen on behalf of women. What is
strange is for women to remain silent in this situation in which women
should never be silent, as this is their battle. So, if women imagine that their
silence is a form of religious conformity, so long as the man speaks, well;
what we have known from deep rooted traditions confirms that the owners of
the right are the ones most capable of obtaining and defending that right and
that defense does not require the presence of proxies or agents on their
behalf. The owner of the religious legislations and what it has obligated men
and women to conform to equally, all that, within the framework of strict
moral values and purified instincts that serves the public's interest.

And that the Muslim Women Declaration that was issued by the Women's
Conference held in the Bahraini capital Al Manama in 2010 has clarified
many details and has shed light on all religious issues in Islam as related to
women in particular and the family in general.
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the assignment of rights and obligations. Religions are not responsible for
this imbalance, and we do not believe that there are malicious western
intentions working to destabilize the Muslim family. There are many new
forms for the family that conform to religion.

There are western demands for equality between men and women, and there
are Islamic legislations for equality, but the disaster is in the lack of
application and in the demeaning view of women that sets the society back
to earlier times.

There are western demands for the empowerment of women, and there are
Islamic legislations concerning the political, social, economic and
educational rights of women.

Yes, we belong to societies that consider women less educated than men and
less practicing of various rights, but who is responsible for that?!

We cannot reject the western agenda if it conforms to our noble goal of
reforming the status of women in our societies, as we agree on the rights that
have been taken away from women, and we can no longer reject this agenda,
because it has become a reality as our governments have already sign of on
it, whether we like it or not.

What we disagree upon, we must leave to scholars, and no one else has an
opinion in their field of work. So, if the issue is education then the opinion of
educators has to be taken, if the issue is related to the medical field then
physicians are the ones responsible for giving the pivotal opinion and no one
else. Many gender correction operations done by Dr. Yasser Jamal in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia were conducted based on a medical opinion, the
same applied for many of Siamese twins' separation operations conducted by
Dr. Abdallah AlRabea.

We are at a stage that requires joint efforts. Women will lose nothing if we
synchronize between western demands and our religious teachings that
concur with them. There are no disagreements in the specific rights of
women,

but if the issue is related to sexual freedoms, then it must be said that not
every western woman is involved in extramarital affairs, and not every gay
person is an object of respect and appreciation in western society.

Women will lose nothing more than what they are losing now, languishing in
a state of absence and confusion, a state of social conflict, a group tries to
rise up and another group spends enormous amounts of money to prevent
that from happening. In the end women are the one that lose.

/At this stage we need educated, intellectual and brave women capable of
cl(ﬁgung their rights within the family and without, able to protect their
home“’@pd their individuality, dedicated to the raising of a generation that
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speaking from an external point of view."
In the conclusion, the Authors reaffirm the urgent issues, of Arab
women that require common efforts, regardless of the uﬁz@llectua]

@/

affiliation of those in charge of them. %%,
The book also contains two addendums; one for international documéﬂgts
issued by the United Nations about women including: The Agreement Ot
The Elimination Of All Forms Of Discrimination Against Women; The
Optional Protocol attached to the mentioned agreement, The Declaration Of
The Eradication Of Discrimination Against Women, and The Agreement
Regarding Women's Political Rights. The other addendum covers documents
issued by Islamic Conferences, including: The Document Of The rights And
Obligations Of Muslim Women, issued by the conference on "International
Agreements On Women And Its Effects On The Muslim World." at Manama
-Bahrain, on Thursday 15" of April 2010.

The book concludes that the situation of women in the Arab and Muslim
world for the most part confirms the absence of points of reference
according to which practices can be interpreted and application measures can
be put in place on the basis of rights and obligations of each gender. What
one family may consider a right, another may consider it something else;
this, against a backdrop that exposes the variance of criterion used.

The Western point of view is not the one impacting Arab, Muslim or non-

Muslim family in general. If the Western point of view looks at
homosexuality

as a right, our Arab & Muslim's society views it as a sign of moral decay and
corruption, and as a disease that must be treated.

The Arab, Mustim and even non-Muslim family does not accept "sexual
freedom" for men or women. There are no sexual relations tolerated socially,
except within the bounds of marriage.

The Islamic point of view that confirms women's rights in equality and
inheritance and so on, are essentially absent from the reality we live in.
Many women do not actually inherit, and the family does not give them the
right to claim their inheritance, even if they sign on the receipt thereof,
merely as a sham.

There is chaos in the family, not caused by the intellectual frames of
reference, be it Western or Islamic, both are absent and ineffectual in public
life. In the face of that chaos, all rights are lost. There are laws that are not
applied, other laws that are being circumvented, and bodies and
organizations that are being used to achieve false victories.

There is a mixture of views and references, not caused by the attempts of
reconciliation, but by whim and disorder.

The Authors reaffirms that there is no specific identity for violence, no one
calls for it, but it slips through to the family, mainly due to the imbalance in



is not fathomable is for women to suffer in Arab & Muslim societies all
kinds

of violence, beginning with physical, psychological, social, economic, and
judicial and ending with sexual abuse and incest. What should happen is for
us as Muslims to abide by what legislations that Islam has brought forth
which protect women from all kinds of violence, and to deal with women as
human beings, same as men, but most men believe they are better than
women."

Dr. Bassira AlDawood sees that "the class and tribal view of Arab women
in general does not deviate from seeing them as subservient to men with no
freedom, no will, and no individuality.

So, they belong to the family from birth to death. And women are merely
tools for society, especially for those in control. All religious and civil laws
restrict their freedom and most of these laws disallow the recognition of
women ' as
separate entities with their own presence and identity. Women suffer from
dispossession that forces upon them a social status that never allows them to
reach full independence or equality, or even the achievement of full
citizenship rights.

The acceptance of Arab women of this situation means their de facto
surrender to a status of oppression that will result in a psychological
imbalance that will cause women to lose their self-esteem, thus; they can
never practically or artificially reach the stage of self-actualization and
fulfillment.

A balanced society from any point of view is one that does not accept
progress and development except by progressing and developing its most
socially oppressed groups, specifically: Women. Social growth and progress

is either
generally or collective, otherwise it remains as simply illusions and false
pretenses.”

In an interview with the activist Dr. Nadia Baeshan, she states that she
believes that "if women rise then the whole nation will rise with them, The
key factor of the rise and development of nation is measured by (and I'm not
talking about the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia here, but in general is) the
development of women. Look for women. If you find them enjoying their
full rights and equality then you will find them effectively participating in a
noticeable way. If you find women educated and motivated, then the nation
they belong to is a rising nation. If you find the opposite, then that nation is
underdeveloped and backward. Therefore, women are the thermometer that
gauges the development of nations, not just Saudi Arabia. On the surface,
syomen in Saudi Arabia appear to not occupy the place that women sport in
other countries and even in other Muslim countries. There are many
indi%ag}fons that show that women in Saudi Arabia are not rising, and I'm
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moral values.

"From that we can ascertain, the differentiation between people/ag based on
the criteria of good deeds." o,

Dr. Huda Youssef AlSuaib cautions that "there is a duality in deahri’g with
Arab women's issues, non-more so than the problem of the nature of’%;)e
work @,
itself and what is allowed and not allowed for women, as if they are inept,
mindless creatures with no opinion of their own and must be supervised. So
when a woman vendor works in the street in open markets exposing herself
to

the effects of the elements and to the people, that is considered normal and
accepted as evidenced by the lack of complaints or question raised. But,
when

the same vendor works in a respectable shop inside a mall, wearing her veil,
here start the objections and the talk about the vices of the mixing of sexes
and

the disadvantages of the interaction of women selling to men."

Dr. Suhaila Zain AlAbideen Hammad writes about violence against
women

and says: "Violence against women is an international phenomenon, women
all around the world without exception are subjected to violence in all forms.
This is a phenomenon that finds its roots in male dominant cultures that
degrades women and differentiates between them and men from a standpoint
of imbalance and inequality in power assigned to the sexes. This is
rationalized under a number of pretenses such as social and economic
standards (unemployment, poverty, etc.). Unfortunately, women are
oppressed and persecuted in all societies with no exceptions, even in
Western

countries that claim gender equality. Statistics say that 1 billion women
throughout the world suffer from domestic violence, a million and half
French

women annually suffer spousal or partner's abuse. Rape crimes in The
United

States in 1995 have reached more than 97,000 cases, crimes resulting in
death

and specifically targeting women in the same year reached 4,700 cases.

The CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) has uncovered the smuggling of
50,000

women and young girls to The United States every year to work in
prostitution or as domestic servants under appalling conditions. It was
mentioned in a report prepared by Johns Hopkins University in the State of
Maryland in The U.S. that two million women and young girls are being sold
as slaves every year (around the world).

Far this to happen in Western societies, is expected as these societies have
adopted manmade legislations and ignored divine commandments, but what



"The believing men and believing women are allies of one another. They enjoin
what is right and forbid what is wrong and establish prayer and give zakat and obey
Allah and His Messenger. Those - Allah will have mercy upon them. Indeed, Allah
is exalted in Might and Wise."

{Surah At-Tawbah (The Repentance}]

(Citation: Volunteers' created internet website of various data sources,

http://www.quran.com/9. accessed: Dec. 6™ 2011)

Also these texts establish the type of relationship based on cooperation
between the sexes to create a society based on solidarity and governed by high
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‘"Indeed, the Muslim men and Muslim women, the believing men and
believing women, the obedient men and obedient women, the truthful men
and truthful women, the patient men and patient women, the humble men
and humble women, the charitable men and charitable women, the fasting
men and fasting women, the men who guard their private parts and the
women who do so, and the men who remember Allah often and the
women who do so - for them Allah has prepared forgiveness and a great
reward."

[Surah Al-'Ahizab (The Combined Forces)]
(Citation: Volunteers' created internet website of various data sources,
)/fbttp //www.quran.com/33. accessed: Dec. 6th 2011)



held by all religions and faiths. All that, for mere illusions and false
expectations in the minds of those who raised this call, as they did not
mention the evils that it brings or its repercussions which léad to the
figurative killing of the human being in front of himself aﬁel?"@e has
been killed in front of his god, causing an unprecedented imbalaf?&; in
the social order and world peace. Contrary to what they had intendeéé@/)gf
achieving some of their rights, this call negates the basic human right
and sooner or later will cause an imbalance in human society in a way
that is unacceptable to sensible people everywhere, whether Muslims or
non-Muslims."

In a statement from the Committee of Islamic Jurisprudence of India to
the Beijing conference, it said that Islamic Shariah has equated men and
women in status, place, dignity, and the right for an education, and the
choosing of a spouse and financial dealings and others. It did not
explain the activity of each and left it to each of the genders to define
their role, based on“suitability and capacity.

Therefore, we strongly reject this, based on our absolute submission to
Qura'anic scripts and Sunna (the Prophet's legacy) that we received as
divine inspiration from God the wise and all-knowing, of what is good
for us as men, women, children, families, societies and nations, and we
will not stray away from this path. Moreover, we see their decisions as a
war on God Almighty and his Prophet (peace be upon him) and it is
incumbent upon Muslims to defend the basic tenants of their righteous
religion. Furthermore, we see this as a war on women, men, children,
seniors and society as a whole.

Opinions of intellectuals of the conferences on women and their issues
were varied. Dr. Suhair AlQurashi sees that "there are religions
institutions belonging to. the three main religions (Judaism, Christianity
and Islam) that we can unite with to serve common issues, such as
abortion prevention, as it is prohibited in Judaism and Christianity as it
is in Islam. Therefore, an understanding can be reached on similar
issues, be it women's issues, or children's or others.

The process of change and effect to Thappen has to have a
conglomeration of entities that can affect change. There are conferences
hosted by government bodies and conferences hosted by NGO's (Non-
Governmental Organizations). Usually conferences hosted by
government bodies have more of an impact, as they have specialists that
study issues in a better way and therefore can affect public opinion.

We were able to create a large Islamic grouping in the Beijing
Conference through which we were able to have an impact and to
clarify Muslim viewpoints." .

According to columnist Mr. Anas Zahid, many Qura'anic texts equate women

& men in terms of responsibilities and fulfillment of their assigned social role.

Says God Almighty:
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the document entails of blasphemy and misguidedness and malicious
targeting of not just Islam & Muslims, but even humanity as a whole,
flaying it from the principles of decency, modesty and dignity.

In a statement from the Islamic Research Academy in Cairo, signed by
Sheikh Gad Al-Haq Ali Gad Al-Haq, the senior most cleric in Egypt, it
said that the audacity of the organizers of the Program of Action of the
Beijing conference was so that they not only trumpeted' their lost cases,
but they went further in their transgressions and demagoguery, playmg

with words and twisting meanings to ones they seek, as in the use of the
word "GENDER" dozens of times in distorted meanings, in a vain
attempt to abolish differences between masculinity and femininity, and
the transformation of the human being into an abomination, neither
man nor woman, all the while appearing to be inadvertént and well-
intended.

In the midst of their quest to destroy the family (unit), the authors of the
program were not content to just question the family as the basic unit of
society, and to demand of parents to ignore pre-marital sexual activities
of their teens, and to regard this activity a personal choice that they are
not - entitled to interfere with, but they called for - in obscene boldness -
the consideration of the concept of family as defined by religion as a
stale concept, because it does not accept free sexual relations between all
ages, and because it stipulates that they are exclusively between male
and female, and within the legitimate framework set by Shariah (Islamic
Law), and because it does not grant homosexuals the right to form
families between them, and because it sticks to the stereotypical roles of
fatherhood, motherhood, marriage. Therefore, commitment to these
principles should be relinquished, so that a society free from the bounds
and constraints can be created.

Indeed, the makers of this program went even further, demanding
radical change in the relationships between men and women, and the
division of labor between them equally, including the right of men for
parental leave, same as women, and equality in inheritance, and
changing of the law that precludes that, no matter what its source Iis.
There is no doubt that what the authors of the program have deviated to
run contrary to the edicts of Islam and what it maintains of making the
family the source of tranquility, love and compassion and its
preparation to be the protected fertile environment for the upbringing of
generations on the belief of God and confidence in his commandments
and wisdom, under the care of loving parents, governed by divine rules
that refine the instincts prevalent in human natyre and addresses its'
inherent tendencies, whether natural, or those arising from unforeseen
circumstance. This, while ensuring that women occupy their prominent place, and
men shoulder the stewardship, given their’ responsibilities
towards the family, its' members and their needs. 1

In a religious decree (Fatwa) concerning the issue of "equality of
ender” and the Shariah law's position thereof, the Grand Mufti of
Egypt Dr. Ali Juma'a stated: "That the cry to what was called the
coﬁgzepts of Gender equality' incites humanity to an experience that
contmﬂ icts with human nature and the civilized heritage of mankind as
a whoféff It further conflicts with moral principles and universal values
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