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THIS DOCUMENT 1§ THE . PROFERTY OF

HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMIN]

SECRET

JE 1018/79

NEGOTIATIONS 'AND INTRIGUES
CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN EGYPT

ARCHIVES

Foreign Office and Whitehall Distribution

EGYPT AND SUDAN
21st February, 1952

Section 1

PRECEDING THE RECENT

Sir R. Stevenson 1o Mr. Eden. AReceived 215t February)

(No. 45. Secret)
Sir,

e pldtl s I

. Cairo,
19tk February, 1952

5. Shortly after 8 p.m. a member of this
embassy received a telephone call from Ali
Amin, who with - his brother, . Mustapha
Amin, is co-proprietor of .the newspaper,
Akhbar el Yom, and a staunch opponent of
the Wafd. Ali Amin asked whether there
Wwas any truth in reports of large-scale troop
movements in the Canal Zone. He was
informed that the member of the embassy
concerned had no specific information, but
had no doubt that the. military authorities
were preparing to intervene if there were
further outrages: against British lives and
property. . No one could expect the British
.Army to stand aside whilst British women
were -murdered. - Ali -Amin -asked what
would be the position *“if there was -a
change "—a change of Government being
understood. He was told that, if a new
Government showed jtself capable of restor-
ing Jaw and order and protecting British
lives. and property, no question of military
intervention would arise. If an saccount
given by Mustapha Amin is to be believed,
this telephone call had considerable in-
fluence on events. ‘Mustapha Amin was at
the time in the office at the Palace of the
Assistant Chief of the Royal Cabinet. On
hearing ' from - his brother, " Ali, - of the
comment of this embassy, Mustapha Amin
informed the King of the rumours of troop
movements, attributing these movements to
a B:B.C. announcement and informed His
Majesty of his brother's conversation with
this embassy, no doubt transmitting ‘it in
the form of a direct statement that troops
would move if there.were no change of
Government.  According to Mustapha
Amin, the King was disconcerted by these
reports and ordered Amr Pasha to enquire

Bpalidl o b e M il 88 e Tape 1 (1) Bty
*130Y ol V11 feobow — Boolbg ot



from me whether it was true that British
troops were on the move. Amr Pasha
replied with, if this part of the story is true,
considerable wisdom that he should not take
such dction since if I confirmed these reports
the King would find himself faced with
something tantamount to an official
ultimatum,

6. The debate around the King raged
fiercely but Haidar Pasha was insistent and
the King gave way. He telephoned to Aly
Maher Pasha to say that he had changed his
mind and must first invite Nahas Pasha to
form a Government. He would renew his
fnvjtation to Aly Maher if, as seemed likely,
Nahas Pasha refused. Aly Maher Pasha
accepted this situation.

» 7. Shortly afterwards Aly Maher Pasha
informed the King that he had reconsidered
the position and would agree to form a
Government only if no previous invitation
had been issued to Nahas Pasha. According
to Mustapha Amin, Aly Maher changed his
mind in response to the urgent representa-
tions of the Amin brothers, one of whom,
Mustapha, remained in the Palace, while the
other, Ali, had proceeded to Aly Maher’s
house in an ambulance, the’ only vehicle
which could - proceed : without difficulty
during the period of curfew. It is in fact
possible that the Amins played a consider-
able part in stiffiening Aly Maher. -If so,
there is substance in the-popular comment

that this is the first Bgyptian-Government

ever to be born in an ambulance.

«. 8. After Aly Maher’s reconsideration the
debate resumed in the Palace on. the possi-
bility of British intervention. Haidar Pasha
said that the Amins’ information must be
false since his intelligence - officers had
reported no . signs of a British move on
Cairo. - Mustaphd Amin, encouraged by
Amr Pasha, continued, according to his own
account, his war of nerves and put through
another.call to this embassy at about 9-15
p-m. in the presence of the assembled dis-
putants. - He received -an entirely ‘non-
committal reply from a second member “of
the embassy, but the call in any case was
only for effect. Shortly after 10 p.m. Afifi
Pasha was at last able to see the King alone
and persuaded him that an immediate
change of Government was essential. The
official carrying the Royal rescripts was

accordingly despatched shortly  before
11 pm.

RALPH SKRINE STEVENSON.
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SECHET e Q - CAIRO.
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y Al ,
Please refer to our despetch No. 45 of 19th

February sbout the insige 8tory of the recent change of
governnent., '

Dear Depertment,

2. Mustapha Amin, who is the main source of information
contained in thet despateh, hes-also glven ue the
Lollowing account of a meeting held on 28th January to

"decide the Wafd's policy.

3. According to Mustapha Amin, this meeting was attended

yby Hahss, Serag El Dine, Kerim Tabet and Abboud Pashas,
(gerim Tabet, 88 the Wafd's expert in handling the King,
dvised that what would most Please the King.would be a
display of loyslty if, despite diemissal, Nahas made s
public show of his loyalty to the King by co-operating
willingly with Aly Maher then his attitude would contrast
favoursbly with that of the “oppoeition politicianse" who
hed refused to join Aly Maher's cabinet "because the
King had not invited them to lunech". The King was
‘Qtill"favourably disposed towards the Wafd snd if they
DPlayed their cards well Tabet saw no reasonr why they

' should not be back in office within two months. Nahas

accepted this advice and ‘at his meeting with Aly Maher
Pledged the support of the Wafd provided 3~

(a) there were no dismissals of Wafdist
officials;

(b) no legal proceedings were taken'against
the Warfd; '

{¢) Parliement was not dissolved;

(a) Hertisl Law was terminated at an early
date. ) .

This eccount sqguares with the subgequent public )
pronouncements of both Aly Msher and Nehas and we think
it is probably accurate.: This does not, of course, mean
that either Aly Maher or the Wafd are not capable-esch
-of double-orossing. the other at the first opportunity,
and the indications are already that the honeymoon has
come to an end and that the Wafd will now oppose the.
Government,

4. Aly Meher's present stock answer to journalistas

when guestioned on the dissolution of Parliament is that,

if collaboration between‘Government and Palace'were to .
' /fail..,,

b el B bl LS00 o e 1 (1e) a3, BEets

: Ai‘rican’beimrtmnt, e ksl A0 5, -x,_,.:a_wi wd
Foreign Office, 1907 ol ged 18 papbin m Sy i

London,
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£e1l, he would take the "necessary constitutional steps"
which, in fact, can only meen dissolution. There have
glready been dismissals of Wafdist officials slthough in
gome cases, e.g. the Rector of Al Azhar, even the Vvafd
might be diffident in admitting that the Rector dismlissed
by Aly Maher Peshs was a Wefdist official. Whether
legal proceedings will be tsken against prominent Wafdists
either under the Illegel Gains Law or for responsibility
for 26th January, is still a burning but entirely open
guestion. It 18 at present egually uncertain whether
martial 1lew will be lifted st the end of the two months'
period for which, offielially, 1t was introduced. The
Wafd have already given public notice that they will
lsunch & campaign for its lifting.

HEAD OF CRANGERY,
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LT
HEIKAL ALAHRAM CAIRO

DEL {GHTED WITH AMALGAMATION (STuP ) EXTREMELY
HAPPY TO SEE YOU FULLFILLING MY GREAT DREAM (sTor)
THIS WONDERFUL STEP FILLS ME WITH UNLIMITED OPTIMISM FOR
THE FUTURE OF THE EGYPTIAN PRESS (STOP) GOD BLESS YOU
AND ALL WHO WILL COOPERATE WITH YOU
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